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• ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 
transition

• ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 
Members

• How to help
• Resources
• Questions/Discussion
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ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 Transition



ConnectorCare Coverage Ending for Plan Type 1 & 3D

Effective January 1, 2026
Ending Subsidies under 100% FPL (ConnectorCare Plan Type 1)

• Subsidies are eliminated for people under 100% FPL (~36,000 members)
• These are immigrants that do not qualify for comprehensive MassHealth 

coverage based on their immigration status

Ending Subsidies over 400% FPL (ConnectorCare Plan Type 3D + APTC only)

• Expiration of enhanced APTCs - reverts to ACA max of 400% FPL
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The Transition

• Beginning January 1st people under 100% FPL will no longer qualify for 
ConnectorCare because of a provision of OB3

• If not found eligible for other coverage these members will be moved to 
MassHealth Limited and HSN only

• They are still eligible to purchase Connector coverage without any 
financial assistance (no APTCs)

• What about immigrants over 100% FPL? No change in 2026 if they are 
below 400% FPL, but many will lose coverage in 2027
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Communications and Renewal Timeline

• Preliminary eligibility notices went out in August/September
• Targeted communications will go out to people losing subsidies (Plan Type 1, 3D 

and APTC only)
• Eligibility notices sent in October with January premium information
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The Transition

• If outside this range, 
you will no longer 
qualify for 
ConnectorCare

• You will still qualify for 
unsubsidized 
insurance
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Plan Type 1 Eligibility Notices

• Current– CC Plan Type 1 
with APTC transition to 
Health Connector Plan 
(No financial help)
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ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 Members
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Who is on ConnectorCare Plan Type 1

Approximately 36,000 ConnectorCare members under 100% FPL

• Lawfully present immigrants not qualified for full MassHealth coverage 
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Who is on ConnectorCare Plan Type 1
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Who is on ConnectorCare Plan Type 1
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Identifying Plan Type 1 Members

Plan type 1 members will have a ConnectorCare HMO card and a card for 
MassHealth Limited

Sample ConnectorCare PT1 HMO card 
                                                                        Sample MassHealth Cards
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Identifying Plan Type 1 Members

Assisters with portal access can identify ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 
members on their member list by “Program Eligibility”
● Select the “Eligibility” tab
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How to Help Members
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Options for other Coverage in 2026

● MassHealth if –
○ Status in eligibility system is incorrect or out of date,
○ Pregnant,
○ Disabled, or 
○ EAEDC eligible.

● ConnectorCare PT 2 or 3 if annual income will be 100% FPL or more based on size 
of tax household in 2026

● Student health insurance if a full-time post-secondary student
● Premium assistance for private insurance if HIV positive
● Unsubsidized private insurance or employer-sponsored insurance
● Default to MassHealth Limited + full Health Safety Net
More details on options in MLRI Fact Sheet

https://www.masslegalservices.org/system/files/library/CC%20Plan%20Type%201%20Fact%20Sheet%208.26.25.pdf


17

How to Help

✔ Screen for greater coverage
✔ Connect impacted members that cannot get greater coverage to local 

community health center so they will have a pcp when they transition
✔ Collect stories from members about what ConnectorCare coverage has 

meant for them
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Income

• ConnectorCare will still be available to people between 
100.1% and 400% FPL

• Encourage members to be honest but not overly 
conservative when they estimate income 

• If their income does end up being under 100% FPL, they 
would not have to repay APTCs on taxes based on current 
IRS policies



19

Household Changes

• Review household to determine if relationships are being reported properly. 
This may change what people qualify for based on number of family 
members and income level. 

• Pregnancy – including three month retroactive coverage. Make sure 
pregnant and postpartum applicants update their status in a timely manner to 
be upgraded to Standard coverage. 
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Immigration

Verify whether the member’s immigration status will allow them greater 
coverage in MassHealth:

• Example 1: a Haitian immigrant may be listed as a work permit holder 
when they should be listed as a Cuban Haitian Entrant based on their 
circumstances (see MassHealth memo for specifics)

• Example 2: An asylum seeker is granted asylum status

https://www.mass.gov/doc/eom-22-03-eligibility-rules-for-cuban-and-haitian-entrants-0/download
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Immigration (continued)

Verify whether the member’s immigration status will allow them greater 
coverage:

• Example 3: A TPS holder’s status has ended, however they also have an 
application for asylum status pending. This individual could be PRUCOL 
eligible and qualified for MassHealth Family Assistance. 



22

OB3 Key Changes Timeline

January 2026

ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 
and 3D end

People under 100% FPL and 
over 400% will no longer qualify 

for subsidies

October 2026

MassHealth Immigration 
Eligibility Changes

Only qualified green card 
holders, COFA migrants, Cuban 

Haitian Entrants, pregnant 
people and lawfully present 

children will qualify for federally 
funded MassHealth 

(Medicaid/CHIP)

January 2027

ConnectorCare Immigration 
Eligibility Changes

Only green card holders, COFA 
migrants and Cuban Haitian 

Entrants will qualify for 
subsidized coverage



OB3 changes to statuses eligible for federal  
Medicaid funding after Oct 1 2026:
•Lawful permanent residents (LPR/green card holders)- still subject to 5-year bar
•Cuban/Haitian entrants
•Citizens of Compact of Free Association (COFA) nations living in the U.S.
•At the state option, lawfully residing children and pregnant people as well as FCEP

•  Refugees
•People granted asylum
•  People paroled into the U.S. for at least one year
•People granted withholding of deportation or withholding of removal

•  Certain victims of domestic violence, and their children and/or parents

•Certain victims of sex or labor trafficking, and their spouse, children, siblings, and/or or parents

United for Ukrainians

  Iraqi/Afghan special immigrant visas
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Disability Status

• Eligible immigrants that are disabled can get MassHealth Family 
Assistance coverage

• Complete the updated Disability supplement (member forms)
• Disability determination can take up to 90 days

https://www.mass.gov/lists/masshealth-member-forms
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EAEDC 

• EAEDC is a cash assistance program administered by DTA (public charge 
implications for some not yet LPRs). 

• EAEDC recipients qualify for MassHealth FFS coverage
• Income limits are very low e.g. $441 per mo for person living alone
• Lawfully present immigrants are eligible
• 5 categories of eligibility

○ Disabled for at least 60 days
○ Age 65 or over 
○ Caring for someone disabled
○ In a MassAbility (formerly Mass Rehab) program
○ Child living with an unrelated guardian/caretaker

• DTA EAEDC website

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/emergency-aid-to-the-elderly-disabled-and-children-eaedc
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Helping Students

• Massachusetts colleges/universities require enrollment into qualified 
health insurance to be enrolled in school

• Students can get school insurance just for the part of the year they need 
coverage when losing insurance

• Must enroll into school insurance within 60 days of coverage loss
• MassHealth Limited/HSN does not meet school coverage guidelines
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Other Programs

• HDAP can cover private insurance cost for HIV patients

• Availability of other insurance like employer sponsored insurance or 
parent’s insurance for a young adult under 26 years old

• Veterans can enroll in VA coverage with local VSO

https://crihealth.org/drug-assistance/hdap/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/local-veterans-service-officers
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Resources

• MLRI ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 Guide 
• Health Connector Plan Type 1 handouts: Federal Changes Impacting 

ConnectorCare Plan Type 1, ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 Sample Notice
• Health Connector Federal Changes Flyer
• Health Connector Updates page
• Mass League Find a CHC
• MLRI Immigration Guide
• MassHealth Pregnancy Update
• MLRI Upper Income Guidelines (Connector 2026 will be available for 

November)
• HCFA Guide for Assisters Helping ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 Members

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.masslegalservices.org%2Fcontent%2Fconnectorcare-plan-type-1-ending-january-2026&data=05%7C02%7Chfrigand%40hcfama.org%7C07f287a7846349d4f1be08ddea45aece%7C23674d89f20a40c0ab62a223381e2ece%7C0%7C0%7C638924307231015860%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Fd%2FAnbydsJ7XnNcR3sqvqPVQYFZjsPkVPq7Cj4Tue6M%3D&reserved=0
http://massloop.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MAHC-OE-26-Plan-Type-1-v01bc-081825-003.pdf
http://massloop.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MAHC-OE-26-Plan-Type-1-v01bc-081825-003.pdf
http://massloop.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Sample-Notice-Preliminary-Eligibility-ConnectorCare-PT1.pdf
https://massloop.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/The-Impact-of-Enhanced-Premium-Tax-Credits-in-Massachusetts.pdf
https://www.mahealthconnector.org/updates
https://www.massleague.org/public-resources/about-community-health-centers/find-a-community-health-center/
https://www.masslegalservices.org/system/files/library/Understanding%20eligibility%20of%20non-citizens%20for%20MassHealth%20and%20Health%20Connector%202025.pdf
https://www.masslegalservices.org/system/files/library/Understanding%20eligibility%20of%20non-citizens%20for%20MassHealth%20and%20Health%20Connector%202025.pdf
https://www.masslegalservices.org/content/mlris-health-program-upper-income-limits-table-updated-3125
https://forms.gle/gzKU2xaUVafZSW637
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Story Collection

● ConnectorCare Plan Type 1 is ending, and we 
need to uplift the voices of those who will bear 
the impact

● We need policymakers, funders, the media to 
know the stories you hear every day

● Take 2 minutes now – even a short paragraph 
makes a difference!

● Share a story here - click me!

https://forms.gle/J2FoxYJbquNLkLJ87
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Thank you!

Questions? 


